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English was hardly necessary for agricultural or com-
mercial purposes. On the other hand, such skill provided
easy ard soft jobs in Government or business concerns.
The result is that agriculture, India's largest industry,
is to this day manned by people who are hardly lettered.
When an agriculturist takes to education, it is invariably
as a preliminary to the abandonment of agriculture. Lite-
rate agriculturists are almost unknown and agriculturists
who become literate soon cease to be agriculturists.

This divorce of education from the country's economy
has resulted in increasing impoverishment. What is worse,
it has introduced a new and dangerous division into Indian
society. The problems of communal and provincial jealousy
are in  themselves serious enough. Still more serious is
the problem of the widening gulf that today divides the
educated from the uneducated classes in India. It would
perhaps be more accurate to speak of the lettered and the
unlettered classes than of the educated and the uneducated.
We have already seen that India evolved a culture of the
people which was relatively free of mere literacy. If this was
true in the days when education was attuned to the life
of the country, it was far truer during the period of foreign
hegemony. For decades education was, and still to some
extent is, divorced from the realities of Indian life and
geared to serve the interest of a foreign exploiting economy.
The divorce of modern education from the Indian context
is still a fact which threatens danger to the country's life.
The new literate classes largely derive their ideas from
the-West. They also have in one way or another derived
their living from the British connection. Commerce may
promise glittering prizes, but the prizes are few and the
competitors many. Service on the other hand promises
security  and  sustenance. Compared  to   the  sub-humaa
standards which obtain all round, men in service enjoy
relative comfort if not luxury. Their preferential position
depends not so much on character or innate ability as on